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NOVEMBER MEETING

At the fall General Meeting of the FHS on
November 2, 2014, Warden Dan Westfield,
of the Oakhill Correctional facility in rural
Fitchburg gave an interesting presentation of
what used to be the Oregon Industrial
School for Girls. He gave a timeline starting
with the 1854 incarceration of “delinquent”
boys in Milwaukee and how it grew to
correctional facilities for both boys and girls
in the state. The Oregon school for girls
closed its doors in 1976 and the buildings
were turned into a minimum-security
facility. A print out of the PowerPoint
presentation by Warden Westfield is on file
at the Archives of the FHS. Also in the

archives is a large scrapbook of newspaper
articles covering the school starting when it
was located in Milwaukee up to and
including its closure in Fitchburg. Both the
scrapbook and the PowerPoint are available
for research.
The next meeting of the FHS, the Annual
Meeting as required by the By-laws, will be
held on April 19th at 1:30. The meeting will
be held in the Fitchburg Public Library.
Molly Fifield-Murray will present an
overview
of
Fitchburg’s
near-north
neighbor, the U.W. Arboretum. Also at that
meeting we will be electing members for the
Board of Directors. If you would like to
serve as a director please let the nominating
committee know by leaving a message on
the voice mail of the FHS, 608-729-1783.
The board meets six times a year, on the first
Saturday of alternating months. It formulates
plans for the activities of the society. Please
consider joining the Board.
SCHOOL SIGNS
Some years ago the FHS cooperated with
the Oregon Area Historical Society to mark
the sites of all the one-room schools that
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were in the area. One of the signs, located
on the old Camp Badger School on McKee
Road, has been moved from its position on
the street side of the building to an area near
the door that most of the people who attend
meetings at the Fitchburg Serenity Club use.
This makes it easier for them to connect
with the history of the building. A brochure
with early photos of the all the Fitchburg
schools telling about their history along with
their locations is available at the FHS
archives.
VESPER

Oak Hall Cemetery and St. Mary’s,
Cemetery, maps and plat books, early
Township records, tax Records, and poll
lists, school district records, copies of the
original Fitchburg Star, other newspaper
clippings, and materials produced by State
Historical Society of Wisconsin. A
Fitchburg Historical Society volunteer can
obtain copies of articles and images at the
library copier. Black and white copies are
.10 each. We are now making progress on
formulating an inventory list of photos so
they will be easier to locate. If you have
documents or photos of interest to the FHS
now is the time to add them to our
inventory. We are always ready to accept
your family histories and photos to be
placed into the archives. If you would like
help in starting a family history, even a basic
one, we have volunteers ready to help you.
DISPLAY CASE AND FACEBOOK

Do you read the stories of Vesper the
northern white-footed mouse, which is
printed in the Wisconsin State Journal
around Christmas time each year? George
Hesselberg, a Fitchburg resident and a
Wisconsin State Journal employee write the
stories. George has given us permission to
have a copy of the stories on our reading
shelf inside the Archives Office. They are
delightful little vignettes of the tiny mouse
family that live in Briarwood. Make an
appointment to stop in sometime and read
them.

The cold winter months are good times to
stop in at the FHS located on the second
floor of the Fitchburg Public Library and
view the display case that highlights the
farm of Joseph O’Brien on S. Seminole
Highway. The following photo is a sample
of what is displayed in the case at the
present time.

WHAT IS AVAILABLE AT THE
ARCHIVES
The following is a general list of the articles
in the Fitchburg Historical Society’s
collections: family histories, photographic
images, oral histories, cemetery records -

Don’t forget to check the newest posts on
the Fitchburg Historical Society’s Facebook
page.
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