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And just like that 2017 is upon us. We hope you all 
had peaceful and lovely holiday celebrations. We 
now concentrate on the upcoming business of the 
FHS. 

APRIL MEETING 

The first thing we want to mention is the upcoming 
Annual Meeting, which will be held sometime in 
April.  The exact date has not been set but the topic 
of the meeting will be the 100th anniversary of 
WWI. We will have a speaker from the Veterans 
Museum. Watch for details.  That will be the time to 
renew membership in the FHS. Also at that meeting 
we will be having an election of members to serve 
on the Board of Directors. At the present time we 
have two positions open.  We like to have a full 
compliment of 12 members on the board. Please 
search you conscience and see if you can devote six 
days during the year for a meeting.  We meet on 
every other month on Saturday mornings, at 10:30.  

 
The meetings are short and productive, dealing with 
the nitty-gritty business of the society. 
 

NOVEMBER MEETING 
 

Our meeting on November 6th was very well 
attended with interesting views on food. To open 
the meeting Adrianne Imilkoski gave a short history 
of Quivey’s Grove, an inn from the 1800s located in 
the southwest part of Fitchburg and how the modern 
Quivey’s Restaurant on Nesbitt Road garnered its 
name and why it uses local place names for the 
dishes on its menu. The main speaker, Anne Pryor, 
outlined the history of mainly Irish food with stories 
of her ancestors. She included the fact that corned 
beef and cabbage is not a traditional food of the 
Irish. It is mainly a concoction of United States 
cuisine. A table containing cookbooks and recipe 
books was on display. The books included two 
recipe books put together by members of the Swan 
Creek Sewing Circle in years past. There was also a 
copy of the book Taste of Madison, printed in 1974 
by Wisconsin Tales and Trails. It contains recipes 
and memoirs from the early settlers of our Capital 
city. The book is in the reference section of the 
Fitchburg Room on the second floor of the 
Fitchburg Library. Anne ended her presentation 
with a food quiz; which food is connected with 
which country? Irish soda bread and apple cider was 
served for refreshments. Besides gaining three new 
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members at the meeting we received a journal from 
the Oak Hall Creamery covering the years 1895 – 
1914. The same donor added a document that her 
mother received when she was awarded her 
teacher’s certificate in 1924. We have also received 
a series of snapshots from the Yanggen family 
whose farm was replaced by the AMC theater on 
McKee Road. An earlier request about information 
for the Silver Spring School was answered and we 
received class photos and newspaper articles to add 
to that file. We are not a museum where we can 
showcase items but we certainly appreciate paper 
documents and photos that add to the history of 
Fitchburg We appreciate donations of this kind to 
our archives. We extend a heartfelt thank-you to the 
donors. 
 

WEBSITE 
 

The FHS has been busy for the last six months 
making plans for a website. It was launched on 
December 26. This site will eventually contain 
abbreviated information from our archives on a 
large number of historical to contemporary points of 
interest in and around the area of Fitchburg. It is 
designed to acquaint residents and those interested 
in our city about the past, present and future of 
Fitchburg. Due to the complexity of our website and 
our limited knowledge on website development we 
are slowly adding information and making 
adjustments to the format. We will soon be adding a 
list of new links to the home page to make it easier 
to check for information. To view our website go to 
fitchburghistory.org in your browser. 

 
DISPLAY CASE 

 
The fall display of Fitchburg government officials 
has been replaced by a theme of holiday events. 
Pictures fete Thanksgiving, Christmas and New 
Years. Small items loaned by members of FHS add 
to the scene. The holiday display will probably be 
gone by mid January in order to have a display 
showing some of the Century Farms in Fitchburg.  
That will lead into the theme of WWI articles 
before the April meeting. Plans are already 
underway for an interesting spring display. Be sure 
to check the case on you visits to the library.  It is 
located near the Technology Center on the second 
floor. 

TALKING FITCHBURG 
 
TALKING FITCHBURG, a conversational TV 
program to keep Fitchburg up to date on what is 
going on in the community airs on FACTv. It is live 
at 9:00 A.M., Monday thru Friday and on tape at 
other times during the day. In the past the program 
has featured members of the FHS discussing 
various themes. The latest version, Adrianne’s talk 
about Quivey’s Grove, can be accessed at the 
following site : 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=orDQlmf0fy0 
You can access previous programs done by FHS 
members by putting FACTV Youtube in the Google 
search site. It will bring up the site. Click on 
“videos” at the top of the page and it will bring up a 
myriad of topics to watch. There will be pages and 
pages of choices to scroll through.  
 

VETERANS DAY 
 
The Fitchburg Senior Center held a recognition day 
for all veterans of Fitchburg on November 11th. The 
program consisted of an honor guard, choral music 
from the Fitchburg Seniors and Eagle School 
students, patriotic readings, and a call for veterans 
from each branch of service to stand while their 
hymn was sung. Dan Bach, whose 92 year-old 
father was in the audience, presented a short history 
of WWII. Dan also recounted the story of two 
Fitchburg residents who played significant roles in 
various battles. Norm Shaller was a prisoner of war 
in Germany for a time before escaping and 
returning to duty. Mike Millisor’s stories of flying 
bombing missions in Europe were also recounted. 
The program concluded with the playing of Taps by 
Lizzie Alstad.  The veterans and their guests then 
proceeded to the dining room for a delicious lunch 
of barbecue ribs and twice baked potatoes.  
 

 
 


