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ANNUAL MEETING
The Annual Meeting of the Fitchburg Historical Society was
held on Sunday, April 17th, at the Fitchburg Public Library.
The gathering started with a brief business meeting.
President Catherine Schneider and Winnie Lacy gave a brief
report of their presentation on FACTv for a promo of the
general meeting. It was time to elect members for the Board
of Directors. A slate of four nominees was presented and no
other nominations were made from the floor. Three members
whose terms were expiring, Roger Tesch, Dianne Reynolds
and Winnie Lacy had agreed serve again. Kay Harty chose
to retire from the Board. The nominating committee added
Loretta Dichraff to the ballot. Those present voted
unanimously to accept the committee’s slate. We welcome
our newest member, Loretta. President Schneider than read a
proclamation of appreciation for Kay for her long and
devoted service to the Fitchburg Historical Society. She
explained that she would deliver the proclamation to Kay in
person, as Kay is relatively housebound. This was also the
day to renew memberships. There had been an outstanding
turnout of members and guests present. Was it the promise
of ice cream from the Babcock Dairy on the UW campus or
was it our featured our speaker for the day, Ed Janus, author
of Creating Dairyland? His topic for the meeting was How
Cows Created Wisconsin. It was an interesting look into the
early agriculture that was prominent in Fitchburg before we
became “citified”. We welcome the news members who
joined that day.
DONATIONS
The ten one-room schools in Fitchburg have been
documented many times in programs and newsletters.

However, missing from those venues have been stories,
photos, and documents from the one-room school that served
the children in the northeast part of Fitchburg. The children
in that area attended Joint School #3, Madison and Fitchburg
Townships. The school was known at various times as the
Bryant School and later Silver Spring. The school was
located near what is now Perkins Restaurant along the
Beltline. Howard Hasz, who attended that school in the
1930s, has gifted us with several class photos and a
photocopy of the document Farewell Silver Spring 1858 –
1970.

Howard was born and raised in a house near what is now
the church and bank on Fish Hatchery road across from
MacDonalds. We extend our thanks to Howard for thinking
of us. Bill Schmidt who attended Silver Spring in the 1940s
has also given us a photo of a later class. We have heard
from a Fitchburg resident who lived in the Town of Madison
and attended that school. She has promised to look through
her memorabilia to see if she can add to our collection of
this “long lost school” that included Fitchburg. The early
one-room schools were an important part of the social life of
the neighborhoods. The children attending the schools all
lived within a certain boundary and could form friendships

that lasted a lifetime. The teacher organized school programs
at Christmas. The Mothers Club, a forerunner of PTA or
PTO groups, arranged card parties to help finance the
“extras” that helped the school with treats and unseen
expenses. The card parties were also a time for the adults to
gather and get to know one another on a casual basis.
OTHER DONATIONS
Other recent donations have been photos and stories of the
Richardson family, the Fleming family and the old stone
barn that stood at 6256 Nesbitt Road across from what is
now Quivey’s Grove restaurant. The old barn was originally
part of the Mann
property which
straddled both
sides of Nesbitt
Road. The barn,
referred to as the
Norland
barn,
has since been
demolished. We
are grateful to
the people who
brought
those
things to us.
Which brings to
mind this.
Ed Scott at the old stone barn c. 1906
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If you have photos and stories about places other than
Fitchburg it would be thoughtful if you contacted the local
historical society in those areas to see if they would like to
add them to their collections
THE WENDT GENERAL STORE
While researching our archives for “hidden gems” we came
across a scrapbook from the Fox family that included an
interesting history of the Wendt General Store that stood
across from the Illinois Central railroad depot. The little
settlement along the Illinois Central Railroad line on what is
now Wendt Road was once a thriving community. There
was a blacksmith shop, a lumberyard and mill, a small
church, and several homes. Nearby was a creamery or
cheese factory and a small one-room school that taught
pupils in all eight grades. There was of course a depot for
passengers to go to Madison or Freeport where connections
could be made to travel to far away places. Farmers brought
fresh milk to be shipped to dairies in Madison and Belleville.
The depot also had a telegraph office and a freight house.
These places all developed after the railroad built the line
from Freeport to Madison. Last, but not least, was the
general store. Do you need a bolt of fabric for a summer
dress? Groceries to grace your table? A hammer and nails to
fix the squeaky staircase? How are you set for rubber boots
for the coming spring rains? All of these needs can be found
at the general store. Thomas Purcell, who operated it until
1898, founded the store in 1890. After Mr. Purcell sold the
store it went through several ownerships until 1910 when

Herman Wendt bought the business. The basement of the
building was a quasi community center where boxing and
wrestling matches, card parties and even bridal showers
were held. The store was also the post office where locals
could pick up their mail. At the time of its closing in 1952
the post office was serving 14 families. After Herman’s
death in 1924 Dora Wendt continued the store until 1964
when she retired. Ladies in the neighborhood held a surprise
party for her on December 15, 1963. The store was then
purchased by Mr. and Mrs. Herman Fischer who operated a
craft and antique store at that location for a short time. The
store has since been converted to a private residence.
JOHN MUIR
The recent Wisconsin Magazine of History, Summer 2016
edition, has an excellent article about the inventions of John
Muir. Muir fashioned many ingenious contraptions before,
during and after he was a student at the University of
Wisconsin. The Society will be sponsoring exhibits of the
Muir’s drawings they have in their collection. The drawings
are done in pencil, ink and watercolor. The exhibits will be
held in at Mt. Horeb on June 21st, and Monona on Decembr
21st. In the meantime you can read about them in the
magazine. A little known fact about Muir is that he taught
briefly at a local one-room school, Lake Harriet in Oregon
Township.
WHATEVER HAPPENED TO?
This is a lost piece of Fitchburg history: a five-foot tall pillar
that used to be part of one of the
gateposts linked by an iron fence
that surrounded the Wisconsin
State Capitol grounds. In 1976
the pillar stood at the driveway
entrance to a house at 2833 Fish
Hatchery Road. Does anyone
have an answer to what happened
to it when the property was
developed? The photo can be
found in the Wisconsin Historical
Society’s Image Collection.
IN MEMORIAM
The Fitchburg Historical Society has lost two long-time
members in the past months. Mary Fahey, who with her
husband Bob, was an early member, died in March. Elsie
Bach, who was married to Al Bach, also died in March. Al
can be remembered for his stories of WWII and the fact that
his uniform from that war still fits him perfectly. They had
recently moved to the Oakwood facility on Mineral Point
Road where Al continues to reside. Brian Blaney, the son of
Past President Richard Blaney, died in May. He and His
family reside in Kentucky. We extend our condolences to all
of their families.

