F'ITCHBURG FrIS1IORICAL SOCIE1TIY NE\MSLEII'TER
MARCTI2OI-S
our Annual Meeting! It
will be held on Sunday April 28, 2Al3 at 1:30 in
the Thermo Fisher Room at the Fitchburg Public
Ubrary 5530 Lacy Road. The meeting will open
with a short business meeting at which time we

It is time again for

for Board of
have
terns
expiring:
Four
members
Directors.
Kay Harty, Winnie Lacy, Dianne Reynolds and
Roger Tesch. We also need someone to assume
the position of Janet Maves who died during the
past year. Her term goes until ?415. This is an
excellent time for people who have wanted to
become involved with the inner workings of the
FHS to step forward. Everyone is welcome to
volunteer for any of the positions. We are also
looking for people who would like to volunteer to
work with a FHS member on the various projects
we have on-going. Do you have one half day a
month? It would be great to have some new hands
to help. Since it is annual meeting time it is also
time to renew memberships. Memberships now
run from April 1 to March 31". Dues are $10.00
for an individual, $12.00 for a family and business
membership is $50.00. Dues can be paid the day
of the meeting or mailed to the FHS, 5530 Lacy
Road Fitchburg WI 53711. Continuing about
memberships: If you received this newsleffer in
the mail we would appreciate it if you would
inform us your email address so newsletters and
other FHS business can be sent that way. Thank

will

have the annual election

you.

Nevin State Fish Hatchery ca. 1887

After the business meeting we will

be

honored to have Doug Morrissette, former Mayor
of Fitchburg and past employee of the DNR, to
speak to us about the Nevin Fish Hatchery. Many
people do not know the background and evolution
of this wonderful facility we have on our
doorstep. We look forward to hearing Doug and
seeing some of the photos and documents we have
in our archives concerning the Fish Hatchery.

It is again time for people to apply to the
State Fair committee for recognition of one
hundred years of ownership of farm or home. An
application blank can be obtained from the FHS.
Leave a message at608-729-1783.
The display case oo the second floor of the
library has beeu changed to show some of the
various aeighborhoods in Fitchburg. This will be
a chaaging exhibit. Stop up and see how

Etchburg has grown.
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NOVEMBER MEETING REPORT
An enthusiastic group attended the November 186
meetiag of &e FIIS at the Fitchburg Public
Library celebrating the society's 25e arniversary
ard the formal dedication of the mural Fitchburg
Yiti,a.ge ewly L9&)s. Several charter members
from 1987 memkrship were present.

attendance. He introduced Mayor Shawn Pffaf
who spoke briefly about the importance of the
society and then read a formal proclamation from
the Cify of Fitchburg honoring the society.
Carole Kinney gave a recap of the very
first meetings held in 1986 to organize the FHS.
She told about a group of seven people that were
instrumental in the establishment of the society
and the process they went through to affiliate with

the W-isconsin Historical Society. Besides Carole,
Jeanne Sieling and Jean O'Brien Elefson, two of
the original committee, were present. Deceased
members of the original seven were Phil and
Anna Fox, Edna Stoneman Cross and Mickie
Schumudlach. Carole also acknowledged Connie
Darling and Jean O'Brien Elefson as co-authors
of the 1976 volume FITCHBURG ahistory.
Winne Lacy read from a list of some of
the achievements the FHS has accomplished in its
Zl-year history. Among them were the Oak Hall
cemetery research, picture day, photos of Town
Chairmen for City Hall, the Rural School Reunion
Program, and several others. A printout list of the
various accomplishments was available for people
to take home. If you were not at the meeting and
would like a copy to see what the society has done
please contact us at our headquarters either by
email. rv *riedarcliives@gnaii.egir, by snail mail
at FHS, 5530 Lacy Road, Fitchburg 53711 or
ieave a message on our voice mail; 608-729-1783.
Catherine O'Brien Schneider talked about
the procedure of arranging for the mural to be
done; the incentive behind it and the grant for
Dane Arts that helped achieved it. The Dane Arts
grant along with monies from memorials to the
historical society and a contribution from 2012
board members defrayed the cost. Pam Andros
from The Dane Arts committee was present and
acknowledged.

from Freeport through Fitchburg Village on its
way to Madison. He gave the history of the
railroad station and its demise. A collection of
timetables and historical documents were
available to peruse.
Donna Fisker was also acknowledged. Her
grandfather was one of the Lappley Brothers who
operated a feed mill, lumberyard and other
businesses at Fitchburg Village before a fire
demolished the buildings in the 1920s.

Donna Fisker at the Mural

At the close of the meeting cookies
decorated with a Zl-year logo were served while
all in attendance were encouraged to look through
the various three ring binders that contained
reports of the society's accomplishments. An
invitation was extended to go to the Fitchburg
Room for a close look at the beautiful new mural
Fitchburg Village early l900s. The glass display
case inside the Fitchburg Room contains the
original photo which was used as a basis of the
mural along with other photographic images of
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Partial view of the mural

Rich Eggleston presented a power point
showing the method Tom Green and Joaa
Christgau used to paint the mural on the wall. It
was very detailed showing tle artists projectiug
the proposed image on the wall to the finished
product.

Laverne Brummel gaye an interesting
account of the Illinois Central Railroad tLat ran
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