SEPTEMBER 2016
SAVE THE DATE
The Fall General Meeting of the FHS will be held
on Sunday, November 6th at 1:30. Our speaker
will be Anne Pryor. Ms. Pryor has an extensive
resume including ethnic foods and folklore. She is
a folklorist who specializes in traditional cultures
of WI. She worked on the staff of the WI Arts
Board where she coordinated the Folk Arts
Apprenticeship Program and the Woodland Indian
Arts Initiative. She has been a Folk and Traditional
Arts Specialist with the Department of Tourism
and worked with the Wisconsin Teachers of Local
Culture. Her talk is entitled “Food Traditions in
our Neighborhood.” We are not sure how many
food traditions she will discuss but we want to
share with our members that food is a happy part
of our life and history. The meeting will take place
in the Thermo Fisher Room on the second floor of
the Fitchburg Public Library.
VANISHED POST OFFICES
At one time there were six post office locations in
Fitchburg. These locations can be found on various
early plat maps of Fitchburg. The earliest was the
Fitchburg Post Office that had an official start in
1842. This was located on what is now S. Seminole

Highway, then known as the road from Madison to
Monroe. It was also known as the Stoners Prairie
Post Office. Later this post office was moved to the
office of the Lappley Feed Mill on what is now
Wendt Road with the name reverting to Fitchburg
Post Office. Other early post offices were located at
Syene, Oak Hall (named Floyd), Lake View, and at
the Mann property, now the location of Quivey’s
Grove. Mail was brought to these locations by
stagecoach to be picked up by nearby residents.
Early in the 1900s Rural Free Delivery routes were
started. These routes originated out of nearby towns
and were covered by horse and wagons over dirt
roads. The small local post offices were then closed.
However, one in Fitchburg remained open until
1952. Mrs. Dora Wendt is shown below with

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Larsen on the last day of
operation, February 29, 1952. Mrs. Wendt ran the
general store at the Wendt Road location and
maintained the post office for the nearby residents.
She had taken over the duties of Post Master after
fire destroyed the Lappley buildings. When the post
office closed there were only fourteen patrons that
were using the facility. Now residents of Fitchburg
get their mail from three post offices, Madison,
Verona and Oregon. More information about the
Wendt Store can be found in the book Fitchburg..a
history and information about the Rural Free
Delivery can be found in the Spring 2007 Dane
County Historical Society Newsletter in an articles
written by Mary Clark and Glen W. Wheeler. Both
References can be read at the FHS Archives. A
book listing early post offices in Fitchburg is at the
Archives of the Wisconsin Historical Society: Call#
HE6376 al #8. It has more information about each
PO including postmasters. The list of Fitchburg Post
Offices follows.
Syene 1864 - 1885 and 1898 – 1909
Lake View
1848 – 1855 1872 – 1901
Stoners Prairie 1851 – 1887
Fitchburg 1842 - 1879 1888 – 1952
Floyd (Oak Hall) 1895 – 1902
Mann property (Quivey’s Restaurant)
Dane County Historical Society Newsletter Rural Free Delivery Spring 2007
Mary Clark
Ibid Glen Wheeler
Fitcbhurg a history, 1975, Connie Darling and Jean O’Brien

DISPLAY CASE
The display case outside the Fitchburg Room at the
library has returned to showcasing some of
Fitchburg’s early government leaders.
This
display will change periodically over the next
several months tracing the names and faces of the
Town Chairmen and eventually Mayors that have
held those positions through the years. The list
includes farmers, businessmen, women, including
one of color, and other upstanding members of the
community.

LOCAL GIRLS MAKE GOOD
Lauren Stoneman, a Fitchburg resident and a
student at Eagle School won a Second Place award
at the National History Day competition in
Washington D.C. Lauren and her classmate, Siena
Perna, presented a program about the effect the
Munich Agreement had on the onset of WWII.
Several other students from Eagle School also
were awarded prizes for other presentations. Eagle
School students routinely take part in National
History Day. Good Work!
ELECTRIC FARM
A query came to the FHS archives wanting
information about the “Electric Farm” that was
located along Fitchburg’s northern boundary in the
early 1950s. The following information was found
online.
The Wisconsin Electric Research Farm is an experimental
farm providing opportunity to study under actual working
conditions the application of electric light, heat and power
to all phases of dairy farm operation. The film shows how
the American dairy farmer can reduce his chore time and
hand labor with proper management, good planning and
the use of electrical equipment. Electricity to pump water,
milk the cows, unload silage, clean the barn, dry hay, grind
feed, and many other uses. From the transformer-to the
distribution panel-to the house-the barn-the hog and
poultry houses-the farm shop-and other buildings- the film
rapidly summarizes research in the field of farm
electrification.

There is a link to a 30 minute film on the internet
about the farm under the title Electric Farm
Madison Wisconsin. The film includes footage of
the labor saving devices in the home as well as the
farm labor it saves. It was sponsored by Wisconsin
Electric Utilities Association and the University of
Wisconsin and was narrated by WHA’s Karl
Schmidt.
WEBSITE
A committee of the Board of Directors are working
on a FHS website. The site will probably not be up
and running until after the first of the year. Stay
tuned for further word.
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