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FALL MEETING 
 
Plans are taking shape for our fall meeting. The 
date has been set for 1:30 p.m., Oct. 8th at the 
Fitchburg Public Library. The meeting will center 
on the evolution of the Fitchburg Fire Department 
since its inception as an all-volunteer department 
in 1971 to its two-station, paid employees of today. 
A member of the Fire Department will be a 
presenter and will have history and photos of the 
department. Prior to the meeting the display case 
on the second floor of the Library will feature 
items of interest regarding the department. October 
is Fire Prevention Month so the topic should be 
quite relevant. 
 

MINI GRANT REQUEST 
 

We are pleased to report that we have received a 
mini-grant from the Wisconsin Historical Society 
for $310. This will be used to help fund the 
digitization of our collection. This is a matching 
grant so we still need donations to match the $310 
we will be receiving. Donations with the notation 
“Fund Drive” can be sent to FHS, 5530 Lacy 
Road, Fitchburg, WI 53711. We will provide 
frequent updates on the progress of our digitization 
project on the home page. The mini grant proposal 
detailing the rationale for our digitization project 

can be seen by clicking FHS Grant on 
www.fitchburghistory.org. We hope to start getting 
our photographs digitized soon so they are 
accessible. 
 

REGIONAL MEETING 
 

FHS and Dane County Historical Society are co-
hosting a meeting of the Capital Region of the 
Wisconsin Council of Local History. The meeting 
will be held at the Fitchburg Public Library on Sat. 
Sept. 23rd. Registration will start at 10.00 A.M. 
Coffee and donuts will be available. Our President, 
Allan Tereba, will give a presentation on doing a 
webpage and an archivist from Milwaukee will 
present on the topic of Facebook for historical 
societies Both topics will be quite interesting. 
Everyone is invited to attend. The meeting will end 
by noontime. 

 
SCHOOLS ARE OPEN 

 
September brings about the opening of the schools. 
Years ago, in early Fitchburg, one-room schools 
were the norm. These schools were within a 
reasonable walking distance of the farms and 
educated the children in grades one to eight. It was 
rare that high school was in the future after the 
Common School commencement. The ceremony 
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was held as a joint celebration with other schools 
throughout Dane County. The commencement 
program was held at a high school in Madison. As 
home environments and roads improved so did the 
possibility of pupils attending high school in 
Madison, Verona or Oregon to continue their 
education. By the 1940s it was common for the 
pupils to go on to high school. Some of these 
students even went on to university educations. 
 

 
 
Pictured here are the one-room schools in Fitchburg 
in 1911. Top row: Syene, Fitchburg Center, Fish 
Hatchery. Middle row: Swan Creek, Lake View, 
Prairie View, Camp Badger. Bottom row: Oak Hall, 
Stoner, Maple Corners. Early in the 1960s the 
Wisconsin Department of Instruction decreed that 
all areas of the state have K through 12 school 
districts and the one-room schools were phased out. 
This left a void in the local communities. The one-
room schools had been a hub for gatherings of the 
neighbors. School programs featuring students as 
actors and performers drew parents and relatives to 
the schoolhouses to applaud their efforts. Mothers 
Clubs held card parties to raise money to offset the 
costs involved in furnishing the school.  The annual 
play day at the end of the school year brought all 
the local schools to one spot, usually the grounds of 
the Fish Hatchery, for an end-of-the year picnic and 
play day. It was a chance to meet the children from 
the other schools. I don’t think we need to write 
about the school systems in place in Fitchburg now. 
Three school districts, Madison, Oregon and Verona 
meld the children into larger communities of 

students. Private schools and home schools have 
entered the picture. All in the name of progress. But 
have we lost something in the change? 
  

ARCHIVES 
 

Our archivists are again asking for items to put in 
our collections.  Newspaper articles concerning 
residents, obituaries, and of course the ever-present 
call for photographs. Keep us in mind when 
looking through your family history Please 
remember our motto: “History is Yesterday Today 
and Tomorrow”. The items do not have to be from 
the 1800s to be historical. Last week’s events will 
be history in the near future.  
 

WEBPAGE 
 

Are you keeping current on the additions to the 
Webpage? Is there something you would like to 
contribute to the page? You can write an article 
and submit it to the webmaster who will see about 
adding it to the site. Just click on Contact under the 
heading About Us. There is also a link to the 
various talks that members have done with 
FACTv. The Talking Fitchburg archives are 
easily accessible by going to the webpage, 
www.fitchburg.org, and clicking on the sidebar 
Video Presentations. If you are interested in 
reading archived newsletters you can find a 
connection to most of them going back to the first 
editions in 1989. 

 
MEMBERSHIP 

 
Membership in the FHS runs from April 1st to 
March 31st. You might want to check to see if your 
membership is current. This will be your last 
newsletter if you have not rejoined. You can still 
send your check to FHS, 5520 Lacy Road, 
Fitchburg WI 53711. Single membership is $10.00, 
Family $12.00, Organization $50.00. 

 


