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APRIL ANNUAL MEETING 
 

The Annual Meeting of the Fitchburg Historical Society took place on 
Sunday, April 22, 2018, at 1:30 at the Fitchburg Public Library. The four 
members of the Board of Directors whose terms were expiring agreed to serve 
for another term.  Thank you Rich Eggleston, Kay Phistry, Catherine 
Schneider and Allan Tereba. Adrianne Imilkowski presented a short 
background presentation on the 1918 influenza pandemic and Professor Mary 
Hayney from the UW Pharmacy School presented the keynote address on how 
influenza virus works, how it caused the 1918 pandemic and how we are 
dealing with influenza virus today. Professor Hayney’s program was 
sponsored in cooperation with the Dane County Historical Society. The 
meeting had over 50 people and generated a large number of thoughtful 
questions.  
 

FALL MEETING 
  

Sunday, October 28th has been set for the fall meeting. It will be held at 1:30 p.m. in the second floor 
meeting room at the Fitchburg Public Library. Jason Himebauch, a technologist at the Nevin State Fish 
Hatchery will be the speaker. The talk will be centered on the workings of the Fish Hatchery. 
 

WEBSITE 
 
The Fitchburg Historical has a wonderful website. On it you can check Fitchburg History, Landmarks, Rural 
Fitchburg, Fitchburg People, Organizations, and the collections that are held in the archives. Other links 
include maps, publications, family histories, and cemeteries. If you have anything you would like to 
contribute there is a contact link on About Fitchburg. We welcome additional photos and obituaries. If there 
is something you would like added be sure to do it under the link About Fitchburg link. The site is updated 
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routinely at www.fitchburghistory.org. There is a link to FACTv and FHS interviews on the right sidebar. 
You should also check out the Fitchburg Historical Society Facebook page where you can see the latest 
postings  
 

BARRY STABLES 

The Barry families were early settlers of Fitchburg when it was still known as 
Greenfield. Since 1870 five generations of the Garrett Barry branch of the 
family have been involved in the horse business. Garrett and his son George 
started raising Percheron and Belgian horses to do the heavy farm work of the 
area. With the advent of tractors the workhorses were fazed out and the Barrys 
concentrated on raising saddle horses. They were early members of The 
American Saddle Horse Breeders Association. Mike and his father, Phil Barry, 
built up a championship line of horses, many of them Palominos. The stables 
won many trophies through the years in various competitions. The Barry 
Stables were the boarding homes of many area horse lovers. That came to an 
end this spring when Michael and his son Patrick closed the stables. Hopefully 
the pastures and paddocks will soon see other horses enjoying the comforts of 
the area. The picture is of Mike at a horse show ca. 1949. 

 
1903 SIGNATURE QUILT 

 
An unusual signature quilt is on display in the Fitchburg Room at the library. It is on loan from Colleen 
O’Dea Porter.  The large quilt was made in 1903 for a raffle of the St. Elizabeth’s Society to help the poor in 
Madison. The names of parishioners of the three Catholic parishes of Madison along with other prominent 
Madisonians are embroidered on the quilt. In order for different signatures to be seen the quilt is 
repositioned periodically. Make a visit to the Fitchburg Room to see the quilt or go online to view the article 
about the quilt. The FHS website has high resolution photos to examine signatures in detail 

 
NEW FORMAT FOR THE PHOTO DATABASE 

 
The FHS Photo Database has been reformatted to decrease the loading time 10 fold and increase the 
readability of the text.  There is a small thumbnail photo following the description of each photo. Clicking 
on a thumbnail will bring up larger photos. Please contact us if you have questions about a particular photo, 
would like to correct or add information to a description, want a high-resolution image or would like to 
donate additional photos to the Fitchburg Historical Society. 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
 

It is not too late to renew your membership in the FHS. Individual dues are $10.00 and Family membership 
is $12.00, Business or Professional is $50.00. A check can be sent to the FHS, 5530 Lacy Road, Fitchburg 
WI  53711. Add your name, address, and phone number. Please include your email address for newsletter 
and notification purposes. We do not share email addresses. New members are always welcome. 
Membership runs from April 1st to March 31st. 


