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How the Great Battle for Woman Suffrage was Won 
2019 marks the 100th anniversary of Wisconsin along with 
many other states ratifying the 19th amendment granting 
women the right to vote. The Fitchburg Historical Society has 
asked well known author and Professor Dr. Bob Kann to speak 
about the struggle required to pass the constitutional 
amendment giving women the vote. He will reveal the 
fascinating stories of courage, perseverance, and political 
know how it took over several generations of advocacy to 
achieve the vote for women. Plan to attend this inspiring 
presentation on Sunday, November 3rd, 1:30 pm at the 
Fitchburg Public Library, 5530 Lacy Road, Fitchburg, WI 
53711. The program is free and open to the public. Prior to his 
talk a member of the Fitchburg Historical Society will give a 
brief run-down on the voting process through the years here in 
Fitchburg. Plans are to have a Q and A session after Bob’s 
presentation. 

 
School is in Session 

  
Once again our young people are returning to school and the age-old question arises, why doesn’t Fitchburg have 
its own schools?  It goes back to early Fitchburg Township when it was divided into twelve one-room schools. In 
the early 1960s the State Department of Public Instruction made a ruling that all schools should be in a K-12 
district. A wonderful explanation of it can be found on www.fitchburghistory.org.  The right sidebar has a link to 
videos. You can listen to a great presentation by FHS Board member, Catherine O’Brien Schneider, herself a 
graduate of a one-room school, as she explains the whys and wherefores of the facts.  
 

 

Belle	La	Follette 
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Pioneer Cemetery 

 
The pioneer cemetery on Highway M was once the site of St. Mary Catholic Church in Fitchburg. After the church 
and cemetery had been moved to Oregon the site was neglected for years. It was finally cleared of the brush and 
overgrown vegetation. The Oak Hill Correctional Institution took charge of mowing the site. In 1998 the FHS, in 
conjunction with Holy Mother of Consolation Parish and the Oak Hill Correctional Institution, had a dedication 
ceremony to mark the old cemetery. Some tombstones that had been in the original cemetery were found and reset. 
This past summer another of the original stones was found in Northern Wisconsin and moved back to Fitchburg. 
Eric and Marge Amlie, members of the FHS, are credited with bring the memorial stone of Thomas Burke back to 
the site.  We extend thanks to Eric and Marge for their dedication to the project. 

 
New Fitchburg Business History Initiative 

 
Fitchburg began as a rural community with a few businesses catering to the needs of the local farmers. With the 
introduction and expansion of dairy farming in the 1880s, Fitchburg emerged as a center for dairies that served 
Madison and the surrounding area. The growth of Madison and its encroachment into northern Fitchburg by the 
late 1970s made land values more profitable for homes than dairy farms. Then in 1983, a Wisconsin Supreme 
Court ruling established Fitchburg as a city and cemented its status as a true suburb. With its lower property values 
and its close proximity to downtown Madison, Fitchburg attracted small local businesses as well as national and 
international corporations. With a population of about 30,000, 
Fitchburg now has over 750 businesses. The Fitchburg Historical 
Society is in the process of obtaining the history of many of these 
businesses to document the transition of Fitchburg from a rural 
farming community to a diverse community supporting both 
rural and suburban lifestyles as well as providing affordable 
locations for leading technologies. We currently have 47 
histories on our website. The September issue of the Fitchburg 
Star has two articles on this initiative. If you work for or know 
the owner of a Fitchburg based business, please encourage them 
to write a short history of their company and submit it to the FHS 
email woodedarchives@gmail.com. You can visit our website 
https://fitchburghistory.org and look under the Businesses menu for examples. 
 

Summer Recollections in Fitchburg 
by Eileen Kellor 

 
The Fitchburg Historical Society’s display at the library of summer activities over the years made me think about 
my childhood summers in Fitchburg in the early 1960s. I lived in Lakeview, on the corner of old Highway 14 (M) 
and Highway B, where my parents ran a general store and gas station. My friends who lived on farms were busy 
with chores and animals, and the few kids I knew who lived “in town” went to the pool, played with neighborhood 
friends, and perhaps attended activities offered by the Oregon schools. But how did I, a country kid with a younger 
sister and eight much older siblings, but no nearby neighbor kids, spend my time? 
 
Summer began with Holy Mother of Consolation’s School year end picnic at Vilas Park. This was a big deal – 
field trips were rare. Our parents usually included something special in the bag lunch that day, such as Twinkies 
or potato chips. The grades could mingle more than on a usual school day and we were free to roam the zoo and 
park, or catch a ride on the little train that went around the lagoon.  
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At home, the hot summer days and nights were cooled only by a fan and whatever breeze might come through the 
open windows. As a fair-skinned child who burned easily, my mother often kept me indoors, where I read 
voraciously and did crafts. I also spent time in our store, and was sometimes allowed to ring up small sales and 
chat with customers. My time outside was usually spent reading under a tree or playing in the tree house.  Our 
property had a well and septic tank, so we never filled a wading pool or ran through a sprinkler. At that time, stores 
were not allowed to be open on Sundays, so a family activity that included my father would only happen on a 
Sunday, when we might visit family friends from church or 4-H, or my mother’s family in Waterloo. Once or twice 
a summer, my mother would bring us to the beach at Vilas Park. 
 
Early summer meant planting a garden and working on projects for the Stoughton Junior Fair, which would also 
be entered in the Dane County Fair.  One older brother raised sweet corn and when it was ripe, had my younger 
sister and me sell it at the road side on Highway B for a small commission. His theory was that two little girls were 
more likely to make a sale than a teenage boy. I learned what a baker’s dozen meant, and how to pull back the corn 
husks to see if there were worms on the ear. 
 
Some summers a convoy of army vehicles would pass by our house on Highway B, on their way to a drill or 
activity, perhaps at Goodland Park. Highway B was usually resurfaced each summer, and the smell of hot asphalt 
was present for days. My goal for the summer was to be able to run barefoot cross the hot pavement to my 
grandmother’s. Although the fields across from us were usually planted with corn or peas, the fields adjacent to 
our yard were left untouched. If I was feeling adventurous, I would put a sandwich in a bandana and tie it to a long 
stick and “hike” through the field. 
 
A special summer evening might include a marshmallow roast and folk songs around the fire pit near our house, 
catching fireflies in the yard, or going to a drive-in movie with an older sibling and their boyfriend or girlfriend. If 
there had been severe weather and the power was out – a pretty common occurrence – the night would be spent by 
candlelight or simply an early bedtime. 
 
By mid-August, it was time for school shopping, usually a pair of new shoes, a new lunch box and thermos, and a 
few clothes to fill in the gaps from the hand-me-downs from older siblings and neighbors. My mother would begin 
to retrain us to a school schedule, with earlier bedtimes. 
 
I’m pleased to see that many of the things that I did during my childhood in Fitchburg are still available to 
Fitchburg’s kids in some fashion, through formal programming or simply taking advantage of the city’s many 
parks and outdoor areas. 
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MEMBERSHIP 

 
******************************************************************************************** 

FITCHBURG HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP 
 

Membership 2019: APRIL 1 TO MARCH 31 
 
 

Name   $10.00 Individual     
 
 

Address   $12.00 Family     
 
 

City – State –Zip   $50.00 Business or Professional    
 

Telephone   Donation    
 

Email    
(To be used only by the FHS to communicate with members) 

 
BOOK ORDER: IRISH SETTLERS of FITCHBURG @ $15.00 Plus $7.00 shipping 
 
Mail form and payment to Fitchburg 
Historical Society 5530 Lacy Road, 
Fitchburg WI 53711 

 
 
 
 


