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DECEMBER 2021 

The year may be winding down, but for many of us, it’s a busy time of year. Those of us in cold 

climates may be winterizing our homes, making sure the garage is well stocked with snow 

shovels and ice melt, and pulling out the mittens and scarves. Others may be shopping for 

gifts, preparing holiday meals and treats, or deep cleaning closets for one last donation drop 

off of the year. It seems as if the last few weeks of the year go by quickly.  

 

With that in mind, we’ve made this newsletter a short read, featuring some videos available 

through our website that may help you pass some time on a long, dark, winter night.  

 

As always, we welcome your feedback and suggestions on topics of future newsletters, and ways that we may be 

able to connect with our members and others interested in Fitchburg. 

 

 

“USING LAND TO MAP YOUR GENEALOGY” AVAILABLE ONLINE  

 

With the success of our virtual annual meeting and spring 

program, our fall program annual meeting was offered online. 

Patty Schmitt, an experienced amateur genealogist, and board 

member Roger Laurel Tesch discussed many types of land 

documents dating as far back as colonial times that are useful 

in identifying and documenting family history. In addition to 

obvious items such as plat maps that show land ownership, many other documents and resources reference land or 

location. For example, city directories, census records, marriage, birth, and burial records, may all include location 

information. Many of these documents can be found on the internet, through free sources or online subscriptions. 

The presentation is available on YouTube at this link: https://youtu.be/IFvoWDE4Kyc 

 

MEMORIES OF WINTER IN FITCHBURG 

As adults, when we think of the upcoming winter, many of us who live in a cold climate may conjure up visions of 

snowplows that are slow to arrive, and when they do, depositing glaciers at the foot of the driveway, or an iced-up 

windshield greeting you when you get to your car after work.  Children’s thoughts may be more joyful, with 

sledding, snow days, snowmen, and video games envisioned. But what was it like in Fitchburg “back in the day?” 
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Two of the Society’s video interviews with FACTv provide some insights into what it was like for two individuals 

whose families have long ties to Fitchburg. In 2018, Bill Kinney talked with FACTv about “Winter in Old 

Fitchburg.” Bill’s forebears were among the earliest Fitchburg settlers, and Bill still resides in Fitchburg. Board 

member Catherine Schneider’s family also has long ties to Fitchburg, and Catherine grew up and attended school 

in Fitchburg. In 2017, she shared her memories of a special Christmas story.  

View Bill’s “Winter in old Fitchburg” here: 

https://youtu.be/exXX8rpGiHI 

View Catherine’s “Historical Christmas 

Story” here: 

https://youtu.be/LrOgygWARUY 

Even if you didn’t grow up in Fitchburg, or 

in a cold climate, watching these short videos with a family member – especially a younger one - could be a great 

way to start a conversation and reminisce about your life “back in the day.” Dozens of other video interviews and 

programs are available through our website’s “Video Presentations” page at https://fitchburghistory.org/video-

presentations/ 

 

SUPPORT LOCAL HISTORY: BECOME A MEMBER OR VOLUNTEER  

 

The Fitchburg Historical Society relies primarily on membership dues to finance our activities, including the 

website and programs. You can help support our activities by becoming a member. For a nominal amount, $10 

individual, $12 family, or $50 business, you can support our efforts to document and preserve Fitchburg’s rich 

history. Our membership year runs from April 1 – March 31. As a member, you have the right to vote in Board 

elections and participate in Society business decisions such as by law revisions. Download the membership form 

from our website at https://fitchburghistory.org/registration-form/, or send your payment, along with your name, 

address, telephone number, email address, and membership level to this address: 

 

FITCHBURG HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

c/o Roger Tesch 

3417 Brighton Pl 

Fitchburg WI 53713-2842 

 

If you’re interested in a more active role with the Society, please consider assisting in a volunteer capacity. The 

Society’s impressive website, its display cases at the library, communications, semiannual programming, and 

ongoing FACTv video interviews currently are developed and carried out by Board members. An ongoing area of 

need is helping to write new content for the website. Board vacancies occur when a member’s term and they chose 

not to run, or steps down during their term. Board meetings are generally held the first Saturday morning of every 

other month, February through December, at the Fitchburg Library or via Zoom. If you are interested in volunteering 

with the Society, or potentially being considered for a Board member position, email woodedarchives@gmail.com 

and a Board member will contact you. 
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